HOUSII\IG NEWSLETTER

The Week's Most Irr

Tougher Week For Rates, But Mortgage Apps Soarto 3
Year High

Mortgage rates pulled back this week as the bond market digested geopolitical tension. After
the 3-day holiday weekend, traders returned to find overseas markets pushing bond yields
higher.

The lesser of the two motivations had to do with fallout over fiscal issues in Japan which

prompted heavy selling of Japanese bonds. There is often a certain amount of correlation
between the sovereign debt of major economies and it's not uncommon to see U.S. yields
moving higher if there's a big uptick in Asia/Europe. Generally speaking higher yields

translate to higher mortgage rates. Lisa Blgga r,
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From that point on, the bond market calmed down through the end of the week. Economic
reports were uneventful and several of the biggest examples were very stale as agencies
continue getting caught up after the government shutdown.

© MBS Live, LLC. All rights reserved. This newsletter is a service of MBS Live.


http://www.lisabiggar.com
http://www.lisabiggar.com
http://www.lisabiggar.com
tel:(508)%20520-1600
tel:(978)%20578-0023
mailto:Lisa@LisaBiggar.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=40+Park+St%252C+Suite+9+Attleboro+MA+02703
https://occupationallicensingandpermitting.mass.gov/madol/s/license-search-page
https://ridbrprod-search.state-reg-eastern.tylerapp.com/search/E248925/detail
http://www.lisabiggar.com
http://www.clicknfinance.com
http://www.clicknfinance.com
http://www.clicknfinance.com
tel:(774)%20291-6527
mailto:jeffrey.chalmers@movement.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=99+Rosewood+Dr%252C+Suite+270+Danvers+MA+01923
http://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/EntityDetails.aspx/INDIVIDUAL/76803
https://nmlsconsumeraccess.org/EntityDetails.aspx/COMPANY/39179
http://www.mbslive.net

Mortgage rates were affected by Tuesday morning's bond market weakness, with the average
lender pulling back up to levels seen before the big drop on January 9th after the
administration's MBS buying announcement. That said, mortgage rates are handily
outperforming Treasuries thanks to that same announcement (and, indeed, thanks to actual
MBS purchases). There's no other way to explain the following chart:
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In other words, the MBS buying announcement initially caused mortgage rates to surge lower. Now this week, it's providing
insulation to mortgage rates against moving higher at the pace seen in Treasuries.

The results of the recent rate rally were on full display in this week's mortgage application data from the Mortgage Bankers
Association (MBA).

© MBS Live, LLC. All rights reserved. This newsletter is a service of MBS Live.


http://www.clicknfinance.com
http://www.mbslive.net

MBA Refi Applications
1.40k

120K

800

600

400

200
2024 21 2025 Jul 2026

It's normal for refi demand to respond to big rate rallies, but a case could be made that purchase apps are getting some benefit
as well. They advanced to their highest level in 3 years this week.
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Overall, mortgage apps are the highest in nearly 4 years after this week's data:
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Next week brings several more economic reports, but none that are as important for rates as the jobs report that comes out
on February 6th. That leaves the Fed announcement as the most newsworthy event. In this case, the market effectively sees a
zero percent chance of a Fed rate cut this time around, but the text of the statement and Fed Chair Powell's press conference
can always offer clues to how the Fed will approach the following meeting (March 18th).
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