HOUSING CONNECTION

April Housing Inflation Data Fills in The Dots That Went
Missing During The Government Shutdown

The Bureau of Labor Statistics released a highly technical research paper this week examining

how the agency handled missing shelter inflation data during the October 2025 government
funding lapse.

The issue stemmed from the CPI’s housing survey, which was unable to collect rent data
during the shutdown period. With no fresh survey results available, BLS relied on a “carry-
forward” methodology that essentially treated rents as unchanged for the affected sample.

That decision temporarily froze the CPI's rent and owners’ equivalent rent (OER) indexes in
October 2025, likely making shelter inflation appear somewhat cooler than it actually was
for the next several months.

In the new paper, BLS tested several alternative approaches to estimate what shelter inflation
may have looked like under different assumptions. Every alternative method produced firmer
rent and OER inflation readings than the official CPI figures published at the time.

Depending on the methodology used, the research suggests shelter inflation may have been
understated by roughly 0.3% to 0.6% on a year-over-year basis during the affected stretch.
That may sound minor, but for markets closely tracking inflation and Fed policy expectations,
afew tenths can matter.

Still, BLS stressed that the distortion was temporary rather than structural. Once the affected
housing panel was surveyed again in April 2026, both the official indexes and the research
indexes largely converged back to similar levels. In other words, April's housing inflation
essentially counted two 6-month cycles' worth. Thus, monthly housing inflation was more
like 0.3 than 0.6.

Greg Reichel
SVP- Head of Retail
Southwest, Standard
Mortgage Corp.

www. TheReichelTeam.com
P:(214) 509-8969

M: (405) 570-7407
greichel@stanmor.com

6220 Gaston Ave
Dallas TX 75214

NMLS# 617462

STANDARDCMORTGAGE

© MBS Live, LLC. All rights reserved. This newsletter is a service of MBS Live.


http://www.thereichelteam.com
http://www.thereichelteam.com
http://www.thereichelteam.com
tel:(214)%20509-8969
tel:(405)%20570-7407
mailto:greichel@stanmor.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=6220+Gaston+Ave+Suite+450+Dallas+TX+75214
http://www.thereichelteam.com
http://www.mbslive.net

October
data can
now be

inferred

October's missing data

2025 2026

© MBS Live, LLC. All rights reserved. This newsletter is a service of MBS Live.


http://www.mbslive.net

	April Housing Inflation Data Fills in The Dots That Went Missing During The Government Shutdown

